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 .. Thursday, July 16, 2015 Augusta 1984-86; Carnival Week in New Orleans, 1985 When I think of the spring of 1985, the first thing I think about is the one weekend when I was in New Orleans and came within several miles of walking into a fun-filled, drunken, cross-dressing costume party where I didn't know anyone and where the possible back-alley attack might be by a gang of bell-ringers or
five-foot-tall drag queens or one or more Hollywood producer-lawyers. When I think of the spring of 1985, the second thing that comes to mind is a particular night on the Mississippi River during a spring tide. I love New Orleans in the spring and fall. And I love what I see in my favorite city in the spring and fall. On the Mississippi River. In the spring, with the river full of spring-fed water and a
quiet, floating life where the rest of the world has pretty much fled the town to get ready for the big game, there's something almost serene about the Mississippi. There's no traffic to worry about. There are no lights or hos to worry about. Everyone's in bed, asleep, and the city's so dark and still that there's almost nothing to worry about there, either. At night, the river's a still mass of liquid glass and
there's not a single unruly thing on it. I love that I can hear the sounds of the river at night when I'm walking along the levees, holding a phone or a camera in my hand. And I like that I can see so many of the big barges that float down the river from the Great Lakes to New Orleans in the late spring and early fall. And I like that I can see so many large ships with names like Rosebud and Jeannie Mae.

There's something almost reassuring about the size and power and age of these ships when you can see them out there, visible at night, on the Mississippi. It's a long way from New Orleans to Louisiana State University, and then to the Superdome. But I can see so much of that, too. I like that LSU is on the east side of the city, and that most of the Superdome is downtown. I'm always interested in
seeing the Superdome. And I like the fact that the Superdome isn't just a white place. There's a wide variety of colors and ethnicities 82157476af
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